
If the client is unmarried and qualifies as Head of Household or Qualifying Widower, they can file as Single on a 
Simple Return with the help of FC (or use the IRS Non-Filers tool). See PART TWO for instructions.

If NO, no action is required. (The 
client’s payment will be sent to them 
automatically using the payment method 
by which they normally receive their 
benefits.)

If NO, the client should file a regular 2019 or 2018 tax return. 

If YES, the client should file a regular 2019 or 2018 tax return. 

If the client is Single or Married Filing Jointly, they should file a Simple Return with help from FC (or use the IRS 
Non-Filers tool). See PART TWO for instructions.

PART ONE: WHICH CLIENTS NEED TO PREPARE A SIMPLE RETURN?

HOW TO PREPARE A SIMPLE RETURN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING ECONOMIC IMPACT PAYMENTS

1. Has the client filed a 2019 or 2018 return? 

2. Does the client have a filing requirement?

3. Would filing result in a $0 refund?

4. Does the client receive Social Security retirement, Railroad Retirement, disability (SSDI), survivor 
benefits, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or Veterans Affairs?

6. What is the client’s filing status? 

If NO, procede to question 2.

If NO, procede to question 3.

If YES, procede to question 4.

5. Does the client have dependents under 17?

If NO, procede to question 6.

If YES, procede to question 6.

If YES, procede to question 5.

If the client would file Married Filing Separately (or is married but would qualify as Head of Household), they need 
to file a regular 2019 or 2018 tax return.

If YES and the client entered direct deposit information, no 
action is required. If they received a paper check or they owed, 
the IRS will mail payment to the address provided on the most 
recently filed return or as updated through USPS. These clients 
can add bank information via the Get My Payment portal.



Refer to the following checklist when preparing simple returns in TaxSlayer:

The Filing Status is Single or Married Filing Jointly.

The Primary and Secondary taxpayers have an SSN (an ITIN is only allowed for spouse of a 
military member).

Each dependent has an SSN or ATIN.

The only income entered is $1 on line 2b, taxable interest income. (Enter Unknown as the payer.)

The question, "Did you purchase health Insurance via HealthCare.gov or a State Marketplace?" 
is answered "NO."

The 1040 has "EIP2020" printed on the top lefthand corner. (See illustration below.)

Bank information (routing and account numbers) is entered for the account where the client 
wants their stimulus check deposited.

Only a federal return is completed (do not electronically file state returns with this method).

The required demographic and consent questions in the E-file section are answered.

The federal return type is set to E-file.

PART TWO: HOW DO WE PREPARE A SIMPLE RETURN?

HOW TO PREPARE A SIMPLE RETURN 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING ECONOMIC IMPACT PAYMENTS

PART THREE: HOW CAN CLIENTS CHECK OR UPDATE THEIR PAYMENT INFORMATION?

To enter direct deposit information or check the status of an Economic Impact Payment, clients 
should visit the Get My Payment portal, at www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment

The IRS plans to mail a letter about the economic impact payment to the taxpayer’s last known 
address within 15 days after the payment is paid. The letter will provide information on how the 
payment was made and how to report any failure to receive the payment.


