
Policy: Preparing and Signing a Minor Child’s Return 

 

Preparing the Tax Return 

It is FC policy that when preparing a tax return for a minor child who is 14 years or older, the 

child must be physically present. The child must present a photo ID (or birth certificate if they 

do not have a photo ID) and proof of SSN/ITIN. The parent or legal guardian may sign for the 

minor child, or the child can sign their tax return. 

Minors under 14 years of age are not required to be present (although we must see a photo ID 

or birth certificate). The parent or legal guardian can both prepare and sign the tax return 

without the child being present. 

 

Signing the Tax Return 

If a child cannot sign their name, the parent, legal guardian, or person with Power of Attorney 

must sign the child’s name in the space provided followed by the words “By (parent or guardian 

signature), parent or guardian for minor child.”  
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