MFS Filers and EITC Eligibility
~2021 only~
New for 2021, MFS Filers can qualify for EITC under some circumstances.
To qualify for EITC generally, a taxpayer must meet the following criteria for 2021:
● Have worked and earned income under $57,414
● Have investment income below $10,000 in the tax year 2021
● Have a valid Social Security number by the due date of your 2021 return (including
extensions)
● Be a U.S. ci zen or a resident alien all year
● Not ﬁle Form 2555 (related to foreign earned income)
Taxpayers who ﬁle as Married Filing Separately may qualify for EITC if they meet all of the above
condi on and also:
● Have a qualifying child who lived with them for more than half of 2021 but whom they
will not claim on their tax return (because they did not maintain the household for the
child, for example); and
● Lived apart from their spouse for the last 6 months of 2021 or are legally separated with
a wri en separa on agreement or a decree of separate maintenance and didn't live in
the same household as their spouse at the end of 2021. (The State of Texas does not
recognize legal separa on.)
Note: See below for an important reminder about the Tax Help Programs policy on
preparing MFS tax returns.
To claim EITC under these circumstances, check the box indicated below on Schedule EIC.
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Note: Under some circumstances, an MFS taxpayer may claim a so-called “self-only EITC” with a
qualifying child who does not have a valid SSN. Refer to IRS Publica on 596, Earned Income
Credit (EIC), Chapter 1.

Qualifying for EITC as an MFS Filer in the Tax Help Program
The Tax Help Program will not prepare an MFS return for a married taxpayer who lived with
their spouse for any amount of me during the tax year. Excep ons are made only in the case
of domes c abuse or abandonment.
Note: Taxpayers who would otherwise qualify as MFS may ﬁle as Head of Household if they will
claim at least one qualifying child or rela ve as a dependent.
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