
​Interpreting Form 1095-A and Is It in Scope?​

​Understanding Form 1095-A​

​Scope of Service and Guidance​

​In order to determine whether​​Form 1095-A​​and the​​tax return you are preparing is in scope for​
​VITA and the Tax Program, you will need to examine​​Parts I​​and​​II​​of​​Form 1095-A​​to determine​
​who is responsible for​​Form 1095-A​​and who must report​​it on their tax return.​

​Important:​​Do not determine who is responsible for​​Form 1095-A​​based solely on who whose​
​name appears as the​​Recipient name​​in​​Part I​​. You​​will need to determine which tax household​
​includes each covered individual at the time of tax filing.​
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​All​​individuals listed in​​Part II. Covered​
​Individuals​​appear on the tax return you​
​are preparing as the primary taxpayer,​
​spouse, or dependent. The primary​
​taxpayer is​​not​​a tax dependent.​

​YES​​. Proceed with tax return preparation.​

​●​ ​Add​​Form 1095-A​​to the tax return. Follow​
​instructions below.​

​Part II. Covered Individuals​​does not​
​include all members of the tax​
​household. Some members of the tax​
​household are not listed in​​Part II​​, but​
​every person who is listed in​​Part II​
​appears on the tax return as the primary​
​taxpayer, spouse, or dependent.​

​YES.​​Proceed with tax return preparation.​

​●​ ​Not all members of a tax household must be​
​covered individuals.​

​●​ ​Add​​Form 1095-A​​to the tax return.​
​●​ ​Do not change the household size when​

​entering​​Form 1095-A​​in TaxSlayer.​

​Part II. Covered Individuals​​lists some​
​people who appear on the tax return you​
​are preparing as primary, spouse or​
​dependent -​​but also lists people who do​
​not appear on the tax return​​.​

​NO​​.​​The tax return and APTC reconciliation are​
​out of scope for VITA because a Shared Policy​
​Allocation may be required.​

​●​ ​Refer the taxpayer to Special Tax Services (STS).​
​See​​About Special Tax Services and STS​
​Referrals​​and​​STS List of Services​​on CTC​
​Resources.​

​Part II. Covered Individuals​​lists an​
​individual who is​​a tax dependent and​
​you are preparing their tax return​​.​

​YES.​
​●​ ​Do NOT include​​Form 1095-A​​on the​

​dependent's tax return.​​Form 1095-A​​belongs​
​on the return of the taxpayer who claims the​
​individual as a dependent.​

​●​ ​Be sure​​Form 1040, Line 12a​​indicates that the​
​taxpayer can be claimed as a dependent.​

​None​​of the people listed in​​Part II.​
​Covered Individuals​​appear on the tax​
​return you are preparing as primary,​
​spouse or tax dependent.​

​Determine who is responsible for reporting and​
​reconciling​​Form 1095-A​​.​

​●​ ​If the Covered Individual is an adult who​
​cannot be claimed as someone else's​
​dependent:​​YES​​.​​The Covered Individual should​
​file their own tax return and report and​
​reconcile Form 1095-A on their own return,​
​even if they would not otherwise be required​
​to file a tax return.​​Do not include Form​
​1095-A on the return you are preparing.​
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https://www.ctcresources.com/uploads/3/1/6/2/31622795/about_sts_and_sts_referrals-112525.pdf
https://www.ctcresources.com/uploads/3/1/6/2/31622795/about_sts_and_sts_referrals-112525.pdf
https://www.ctcresources.com/uploads/3/1/6/2/31622795/sts_list_of_covered_returns_120425.pdf
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​●​ ​If the Covered Individual is a tax dependent​
​on another taxpayer's return:​​YES​​.​​Form​
​1095-A​​belongs on the return of the taxpayer​
​who claims the individual as a dependent.​​Do​
​not include Form 1095-A on the dependent's​
​return.​

​09-2026​


